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Description

In November 2025 I participated, as a STEAM teacher,

in the children’s architecture festival “Miestas kaip

dėlionė” (“City as a puzzle”) held at the science centre

Mokslo Sala in Kaunas. During the festival I observed a

wide range of workshops and exhibitions where

children explored architecture and the city as a real-

life STEM context. Children created city models from

recycled materials, designed neighbourhoods and

public spaces, built stadiums, towers and houses,

combined Lithuanian folk ornaments with 3D

architectural forms, and experimented with simple

constructions such as elevators, sand and grain flows,

and city-themed sensory stations for the youngest

children.





These activities clearly integrated several STEM 
disciplines:

Science – investigating materials, light, gravity, flow, balance and stability in

constructions;

Technology – using interactive installations and science-centre exhibits to experience

the city and movement;

Engineering – designing and building stable structures (houses, towers, stadiums,

bridges, elevators) and testing how they work;

Mathematics – working with shapes, symmetry, patterns, scale, counting floors and

elements, comparing sizes and distances;

Arts / Architecture – analysing how aesthetic choices, colours and cultural heritage

(traditional ornaments) shape the identity of a city.







My participation in the festival contributed directly to

my professional development in STEAM education.

I collected concrete ideas on how to adapt these

practices in my kindergarten: creating our own “city

as a puzzle” projects with 4–5 year olds, developing

construction and mapping activities about our local

town Panevėžys, and introducing simple architectural

and engineering challenges for children aged 1–3

through sensory sand stations, city puzzles and

model-making. This experience also strengthened our

nursery’s cooperation with external STEM

stakeholders, such as a science centre and

architecture educators.



This evidence is linked to the STEM School Label
dimensions: Professionalization of staff, Connections
with external STEM stakeholders, STEM in real-life
contexts, and Innovative STEM teaching and learning
practices.
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